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O Purge Bébé has to do with porcalain mamdaciurer Folliwoans's
aitampls fo sall chamber pols 1o the Minsiry of Dalence ko wso by
$0ldiers In the French Army, Hes distraughl wile Julis is haring
probbarms of har own: the baby refuses 1o lake a purgalive, Whien
Ministry rapresentatyve Adhéaume Chouilloux arrves to check out
the goods he becomes entanglod in the lamily crisis. Furihes
fdlynam ensuss when Madam Chouillous turms u with har howar,
Horace. The play was wiifian in 1910 and whils this kind of sbaurd
comdy might not appeal to Viciorian tasies, it still sirikes o chard
with audiances who appreciabe sophisticated French farce with a
twnad of l&mcn

Bébé was parlormed at The Open Stage In Parkvis, which snsured
mgne than adequate faciities for this type of play. The actors ware af
fioar level balow tiered saating, English sub-tities on a screen
imerddiately above the set which maant that those of us who arg
linguistically challenged had no difficulty following the lines. The gei
sl was bath tasteful and appropriale to the period. Lighting and
sound were similary proficient in planning and execution and | was
partszulasdy iImpréssed with the authentic befle dpoaue costumes.
Befors the parformance and & intorval, pianis: A Danvid Gioeria
played shor pleces by Erik Satie - a nice touch of class and alsg
appropriate 1o the pariod.

Casting could not have bean better. Aurdlien Mondon played the
rode of the sell-dalusional Follavoine with great finesss, his
effervescant portrayal capturing the marcurial charactar parlacthy.
Aurilia Gached was equally sxubarant gnd delightiully provacative
85 Juile, the two scions conveying the frenetic domastic interaction
with sublle expressions and bady language. Eddy Fatha who
Brought ouwt the quirky, ehil servant preciousness of Adhdauma
Chouilloux with great flair and imagination played the thirg oy roda.
Madiva Vesrapen played ihe sompahat loss demanding role of Roes,
the maid. Her ilting voice was a delight and har Nounces and
Tluttering iootsteps & treal to walch. Also proficsent wars supporting
aciors Janaina Dal Zotto Bolf 25 slegant Madam Choullious, and
Michasl Bula as the dasiardly Horace. A very spocial mention goos
i Heidl Bula who played the baby with great finessa, This young
Isdy has an excellent siage presenca even ai har age and we hops
b &8 more of her in the future

This entermindng play was documenesd In excellant program noles
and made all the more anjoyable by the landly atmosphaere in the
foyar. Melbowme |8 fortunate i have & specialisod comparny abls to
bring us French thaatre with such an array of talent Bnd technical
compatence. We can only hops that this group of anthusiasts wil
continus to enjoy suppor from theatregosrs,




