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Directed by Miki Qikawa

Reviewad by Richard Burman - 12 May 2007

This was my firsl vis#l bo the Melbourne French Theatre amnd,
knowing that the performancs was bo bea n French and that my
study of the language ceased whaen | matriculated in & many years
ago, | approached § with a Wile trepidation. But | nead not have
wonmed and had a thorgughly enjoyable evaning at tha thaatre.

| judiged the skill of the performans in delhvening thir disksgue on
tha reactions of the French-speaking audience. The play was
presenbed with English surtitles and the crew in charge of tham
desens special credit a8 they waere very claar and right on cus.

The periormances was at the Opan Stage Theatrs - the audience
sitting on tisred seats in one hall and the perormance on the
opean stage Boos in the other.  The setting wis minimal - black
curiaining, a small set of stairs, some basic furniture and a lange
glash of red material swesping across th black - all very effecti.

Mikl Oikerwn assembled & cast of eight women all of whom were
erminantly suited to their respective roles. Huit Femmas (Eight
Woman) is assantially an ensemble plece - a comady, a mystery, a
theiller. Whio has killed the husband? - 1s it one of the sight
wornin? - and later, has he been Kled? Miki deilled them wall 50
the play ran very quickhy and vary smoothily

Catharing Jackson-Grose played Gaby, the wila/mothar
Catharing was on stage for & lange part of the play and comeyed
well the various emoations of her character

Her daughters were played by Yolaine Corbin (Suzon) and Sarah
Biard (Cathering). Here we had two wall-conirasied chamcions
Yolaing playing the sisier who has bean away from hame and is
retuming pregnant = Sarah, the young sister whao s Irying 1o grow
up and who has been the instigator ol all mystericus happanings
in and around the house. Sarah gave an animabéed paronmance
full of vitality; whils Yolaine gave us & mone assured sister who has
baen oul in the word

Gall Grove was Mamy, the gramdmaothe:, and gave a delghtlully
comic periormance, especially whaen she unexpectedly jumpsd
gut of har wheelchair and proved she could walk. Gaby’'s Spinstar
sigber, Augusting, was played by Chice Brugake. In many wanys
this was the most dificull role in the play. almost a caricature, and
a5 a result Chice™s periormance seemed a bil two-dimensional

The servanis were porrayed by Franciska Toubals, &5 Madame
Chanal, the prim house-keeper, and Aurelia Gachel, playing
Louises, the par and prefty maid, Here wens two well-defined
comady performances which recedved all the awdsencs reaponGs
they deserved

Tha cast was completed by Banedicte Gution who played
Piarate, the husband's sister with a past. Benedicte clearly
porirayed a characier who was different (o eaeryons elsa in
th family,

Ag thae sat. furniture and properties wene manimal, the cara
taken in e costuming fo sult the chamciers wis chaary
avident,

A slick production which was greatly appreciaied by the
audignog.
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